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Why India Is Like No Other
Cultural Destination on Earth

India does not simply welcome you — it absorbs you. From the moment you arrive, every sense is engaged: the scent
of jasmine and incense on the morning air, the sound of temple bells carried on the breeze, the sight of centuries-old
monuments bathed in golden light. Mo other destination on earth offers such a complete immersion in living history.

For over three decades, Roval India Holidays has been opening doors that most travellers never find — private
audiences with master craftsmen, dawn access to sacred temples, intimate dinners in ancestral havelis. This guide
distils that knowledge into the experiences, destinations and encounters that define a truly extraordinary India
journey.

“India is not a destination.
It is a transformation.”
— Roval India Holidays

The pages that follow are vour key to India’s most extraordinary cultural experiences. Use them as your compass —

and let us take care of everything else.
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ROYAL INDIA HOLIDAYS

How do I experience India's

culture — not as a spectator, but as
a participant?

India’s culture is not a performance put on for visitors. It is a living,
breathing, daily practice — and the most extraordinary journeys are
those where you step inside it. Royal India Holidays opens doors to

experiences where you are not watching India, you are part of it.

INSIDER ACCESS

A Morning with a Master Potter

Sit beside a craftsman whose family has shaped clay for seven
generations. Your hands in the earth, his guidance patient and
precise. No tour group. Mo time limit. Just the ancient rhythm of
making,.

INSIDER ACCESS

Cook an Ancestral Recipe in a Private Haveli

Before the household wakes, join the family matriarch in her kitchen,
Learn the spice blends passed down through centuries — dishes that
MEVET apPEAT 0N any restaurant menu.

INSIDER ACCESS

Weave a Single Thread into a Silk Sari

Enter a workshop in Varanasi where the looms never stop. A master
weaver places your hands on the shuttle. In one hour you will
understand why a single Banarasi sari can take three months to
complete,




Which cultural experiences are

truly unmissable — and which are
staged for tourists?

India offers an almost infinite menu of ‘cultural experiences’ — many
carated, polished, and performed for visitor comfort. The art is in
knowing which encounters are genuinely alive, and which are theatre,
Royal India Holidays only opens doors to the former.

INSIDER ACCESS
The Aarti at Dawn

Ganges ceremonies exist on a spectrum. The one staged at 7 pm for
coach groups is choreographed and lit for cameras. The one at 5 am,
attended by priests completing their daily sandhya, is an act of
devotion unchanged for centuries. We take vou to the second.

INSIDER ACCESS

Classical Dance — Recital vs Transmission

A stage performance is polished and complete, Sitting with a guru as
she corrects a student's mudra — witnessing the living chain of a
tradition passed body to body across forty generations — is
something else entirely.

INSIDER ACCESS

The Village Market

Weekly bazaars that serve local farmers, weavers, and spice traders
are not on any itinerary. They are not designed for visitors. They are
simply India, conducting its daily business — and there is nothing
more authentic than that.
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India’s heritage is not
behind glass.

In most countries, culture is curated and contained — placed in museums, performed on festival days, explained by

audio guides. In India, it breathes beside you. The stone-carver outside a temple in Mahabalipuram is not preserving
an ancient tradition: he is the tradition, alive and unbroken, practising the same craft his family has practised for
thirty generations.

To truly understand India’s heritage is to stand inside it. The Mughal miniaturist in Jaipur who still grinds his own
pigments from semi-precious stone. The Kanchipuram silk weaver whose loom is strung with 5,000 individual
threads for a single sari that will take three months to complete. The temple priest at dawn who recites Sanskrit
verses unchanged since the 8th century. These are not performances. They are simply Tuesday.

“The miniaturist painting in Jaipur today
is not preserving a tradition —

he is the tradition.”
— Royal India Holidays

The pages that follow are organised around India’s four living pillars of cultural hentage: architecture, craft, festival,

and human connection. Read them as a map — then let us guide you through the territory.




How do I witness India’s festivals

as an insider — not just a face in
the crowd?

India’s festival calendar contains over a thousand celebrations. Most
are invisible to the standard itinerary. The ones worth witnessing are
the ones attended by the people they belong to — not the ones stage
where tour buses can park.

INSIDER ACCESS
Diwali in a Private Haveli

The festival of lights is lived differently behind the gates of an
ancestral home. A family whose courtyard has been lit for Diwali for
twelve generations, The ritual is theirs, You are their guest,

INSIDER ACCESS

Holi at Barsana Temple

The Lathmar Holi at Barsana is not organised for visitors —itis a
1,600-year-old ritual that happens to be extraordinary. Women
wield lathis, men carry shields, Colour flies. The crowd is local,
devout, and utterly alive,

INSIDER ACCESS

The Pushkar Camel Fair

Beneath the spectacle of 5o,000 camels lies something older: a
trading ritual between Rajasthani communities who have met on this
plain every Kartik Purnima for seven centuries, We place you inside
that, not beside it.
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The most extraordinary
encounters are never arranged.

Every master craftsman, every elder priest, every matriarch who has invited a Roval India Holidays guest into her
kitchen has done so not because we asked — but because, over vears of visiting, we had earned the standing to be
asked in return. This is not a product you can purchase. Itis a relationship you must cultivate.

What follows from genuine connection is unlike anything a curated experience can replicate. A Rajasthani
miniaturist who pauses mid-brushstroke to explain why his grandfather changed the pigment formula in 1962 — and
what that decision cost the family. A Varanasi weaver who, unprompted, begins to sing the counting rhythm his

loom requires and has required for two hundred years.

“Every door we have ever opened in India
was opened by a person, not a programme.
That is the only way it works.”

— Roval India Holidays

On the pages that follow you will find the journeys where these connections are most alive: itineraries built not
around monuments but around people — the custodians of India’s living culture who hawve, over thirty vears, chosen to

share it with us.
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Signature Cultural Journeys

The Golden Triangle: A Timeless Indian Prelude
10 Days [ og Nights . Delhi - Agra - Ranthambore - Jaipur

View tour O

Velvet Trails of South India: Culture & Grace
14 Days [ 13 Nights - Bangalore . Mysore - Nagarhole - Wayanad - Kozhikode - Alleppey « Cochin

View tour [

India's Big Five: A Grand Wildlife & Cultural Odyssey
21 Days [ 20 Nights - Mumbai - Sasangir - Bandhavgarh . Delhi - Corbett . Guwahati - Kaziranga - Kolkata

View tour [

Regal Rajasthan: Palaces, Desert Kingdoms
16 Days [ 15 Nights . Shekhawati - Bikaner - Jaisalmer - Jodhpur - Bundi - Pushkar - Jaipur - Agra - Delhi

View tour O]

Regal India: From Mumbai to the Taj
16 Days [ 15 Nights « Mumbai - Udaipur - Shahpura - Jaipur - Ranthambore - Agra - Delhi

Wiew tour [

The Sangai and Hornbill Festival Tour
10 Days [ og Nights . Imphal - Sangai - Kohima - Kaziranga - Guueahati

View tour [

Temples and Caves of Central India
14 Days [ 13 Nights - Mumbai - Aurangabad - Maheshwar - Indore - Khajuraho - Agra - Delhi

View tour [

rovalindiaholidays.co.uk o8



[}
EO Y AL I"‘RI.DIA HOLIDAYS

Begln Your |
-, India Story

2 1 ol ¥ |
\\_. &I:r over tthty].rearsﬂRuyal India Hoﬁiawf has been the I:rl.rzted_name for dJ§cdmmg .. !
J tradllers who than In 1t is shown — theyﬁa—nf ]Ildla asit W } |,_
A X .

T LN Ly
f-,.IndJa for ‘w““*\t\%
- ﬁ,f

:._1 E M‘ v,
bespo -‘ I111:1-:1 built arﬂund ere;lhhﬂ have 4 S
...-..a Nﬂ i




